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SUBJECT: NOMINATIONS FOR POST OF GENERAL MANAGER, CENTRAL 
EUROPE PIPELINE OPERATING AGENCY (CEOA) 

REF: USNATO 13085, DTG 271737Z DEC 77 

1 . WE AGREE THAT THE NEXT GENERAL MANAGER CEOA MUST 
BE THOROUGHLY QUALIFIED. ONE WAY OF UPGRADING THE 
CALIBER OF NOMINEES OFFERED BY MEMBER NATIONS WOULD 
BE TO PROPOSE A WELL-QUALIFIED US NOMINEE FOR THE 
POSITION. 

2. WE ARE CONSIDERING THE NOMINATION OF MR. JOHN 
NOLAN. DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ENERGY, OASD, WHO IS 
KNOWN TO THE U.S. MISSION. FOR THE GENERAL MANAGER 
POSITION. HE IS RETIRING ON JANUARY 31, 1978, AND 

IS EXTREMELY WELL-QUALIFIED TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS 
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OF THE POSITION. 

3. IN VIEW OF RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED PARA 1 REFTEL, 

REQUEST YOU ADVISE THE POSSIBLE CHANCE OF SUCCESS FOR 
THIS PROPOSED NOMINATION. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MR. NOLAN FOLLOWS: 
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A NATIVE OF RHODE ISLAND, MR. NOLAN ENTERED THE ARMY 
FROM CIVILIAN SERVICE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
NAVY IN 1942. FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II, DURING WHICH 
HE SERVED ON GUADALCANAL AND OTHER ISLANDS IN THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC. ATTAINING THE RANK OF CAPTAIN, HE 
ELECTED TO CONTINUE A MILITARY CAREER. FOLLOWING 
DUTY WITH THE ARMY STAFF IN WASHINGTON, HE SERVED 
IN THE KOREAN WAR, EARNING THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
FOR HIS SERVICE IN KOREA. HIS LATER CAREER WAS 
LARGELY IN THE PETROLEUM LOGISTICS FIELD AND INCLUDED 
SIX YEARS SERVICE IN EUROPE AND DUTY WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY SINGLE MANAGER FOR PETROLEUM 
IN WASHINGTON. HE COMPLETED 23 YEARS OF MILITARY 
SERVICE IN 1965, RETIRING WITH THE RANK OF LT. COLONEL 
FROM HIS POSITION AS CHIEF OF PETROLEUM LOGISTICS, 

HQ U.S. ARMY COMMUNICATIONS ZONE, EUROPE. CONTINUING 
HIS LOGISTICS CAREER AS A CIVILIAN, MR. NOLAN TOOK 
A POSITION WITH THE FEDERAL SUPPLY SERVICE, AND LATER 
TRANSFERRED TO THE DEFENSE FUEL SUPPLY CENTER. HE 
FIRST JOINED THE STAFF OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE (INSTALLATIONS AND LOGISTICS) IN 1969, AS 
DEFENSE PROJECT OFFICER ON THE PRESIDENT'S CABINET 
TASK FORCE FOR OIL IMPORT CONTROL, AND LATER SERVED 
AS OSD REPRESENTATIVE ON THE OIL POLICY COMMITTEE 
WORKING GROUP. FOLLOWING REORGANIZATION OF THE DOD 
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ENERGY STAFF, MR. NOLAN WAS APPOINTED TO THE POSITION 
OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ENERGY. MR. NOLAN RESIDES 
WITH HIS WIFE WANDA AND TWO OF HIS CHILDREN IN 
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA. AN OLDER SON IS IN MILITARY 
SERVICE AND A DAUGHTER IS STUDYING AT CASE WESTERN 
RESERVE UNIVERSITY. 

VANCE 
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